American Research Center In Egypt, Inc. 


: NEWSLETTER 


NEWSLETTER NUMBER SEVENTY-FIVE OCTOBER 1970 
_ Twenty Nassau St. No. 2 Kasr el Dubbara 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 Garden City, Cairo 


United States of America United Arab Republic 


CULLEGE DE FRAN CE 
Cabinet @’Egyptologie 


AC4SS......2 


Inventaire B 


News of President Nasser's death has been 
received as the Newsletter goes to press. 

The throng of two million Egyptians who 
lined the streets of Cairo to watch the funeral 


cortege pass on October 1 was an impressive 


tribute to a respected leader whose untimely 


death left a nation stunned and incredulous. 
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NOTES FROM PRINCETON 


Annual Meeting 


The Annual Meetings of ARCE will be held at the Lord Simcoe Hotel in 
Toronto, Canada, on Friday and Saturday, November 13 and 14. Professor Ronald 
J. Williams will represent the University of Toronto, host. Following is the 


schedule for the meetings as prepared by Professor Donald B. Redford of the 
university. 


Friday, November 13 


Executive Committee meeting 3 P.M. Room 341 
Registration 6-10 P.M. Main lobby 


Saturday November 14 


Registration 8- 9 A.M. Main lobby 
General Meeting 9-10 A.M. Salons A and B 
Papers 10-12 A.M. Salons A and B 
Board of Governors Luncheon 12=- 2 PMs Salon C 

Papers 2-4:30 P.M. Salons A and B 
Reception 5- 7 P.M. Royal Ontario 


Museum 


Papers to be Delivered at the Annual Meeting 


of the ARCE in Toronto, November 14, 1970 


MORNING 
. Islamic Section 


Ernst J. Grube, "New Materials of Early Islamic Painting in Egypt." 
The Paper will deal with hitherto unpublished fragments of paintings, 
probably executed in Cairo in the pre-Fatimid and Fatimid periods. 


Richard N. Verdery, 'Two Arabic Manuscripts on 18th century Egypt." 
Two MSS from the Bibliotheque Nationale throw some new light on events 
in Egypt just before and during the Napoleonic expedition of 1798-1801. 


Egyptian Section 


Lanny Bell, "The third season of the University Museum's Expedition to 
Dra Abu-el-Naga, Thebes."' (illustrated) 


Gerald E. Kadish, "A New translation of BM 5654: the Complaint of 
Kha-kheper-re-senebu." 


This paper is an attempt to solve some of the translation difficulties 
in this well-known, but comparatively little studied text. Gardiner's 
transcription has been compared with recent photographs of the British Museum 
writing board. 
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th Riefstahl, "The Use of Fringes and Braids in Egyptian Dress of the 
Pharaonic Period." 


Dieter Mueller, "The Objectives of Egyptian Expeditions to the Sinai." 


Alan R. 


William 


Expedition records only state the general purpose of these expeditions, 
and not the specific operations to be carried out. This affects the 
question which minerals were mined there. 


Schulman, "The new Ramesside Temple in the Negeb." (Illustrated). 


P. McHugh, "Chronology and Ecology in the Rock Art of Southwestern Egypt 
(Gilf Kebir and Jebel 'Uweinat) ." 


The now uninhabited Gilf Kebir and Jebel 'Uweinat of southwestern Egypt 
provides abundant evidence of prehistoric human occupation in the form of 
lithic, shell, and ceramic artifacts, settlements, stone circles and 
alignments, and, most impressive, rock paintings and engravings. This 
paper will present interpretations of the age of the rock pictures and 
will attempt to develop a model of the prehistoric environment on the 
basis of the fauna represented in the rock art and their modern distri- 
bution and ecological requirements. 


M. Sadek, "Carbon 14 and Its Implication for the Early Chronology of Egypt." 


AFTERNOON 


Egyptian section (Art & Archaeology) 


Winifred Needler, "A Fragment of Wall Painting from Tomb 181 at Thebes in the 


James E. 


R.O.M." (Illustrated). 

Its place in the decoration of the tomb will be identified, and the 

recent history will be discussed of this and other pieces that disappeared 
during severe damage to Tomb 181 about 1940. 


Harris, "A Comparison of the Mummies of Nobles from Deir el-Bahari with 
Mummies from the Old Kingdom Giza Necropolis" (Illustrated) 


Wm. Kelly Simpson, 'Progress Report on the Abydene Offering Chapels."' (Illustrated) 


David o' 


Mary Rus 


A report on the progress of the study of the tomb chapels at Abydos North 
of Dynasties 12 and 13. The initial report of this project was presented 
at the 1969 meeting of the American Research Center in Egypt at the 
University of California at Berkeley. Some 65 chapels have now been 
identified. 


Connor, "The Scarabs from the Byblos ‘Offering Deposit'." (Illustrated) 
A reconsideration of the evidence of these scarabs with respect to the 


chronological conclusions and the historical implications to be derived 
therefrom. 


sell, "The Egyptian Temples at Beth Shean." 
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E tian Section (History & Religion 
Hans Goedicke, "And they Became Ashes." 


Louis V. Zabkar, "Varia Sudanica." (Illustrated) 
The speaker will briefly comment on some photo-slides from his excavation 
at Semna South, and describe the transference and preservation of some 
temples of Sudanese Nubia. 


Stanley H. Cath, "Ritual in Ancient Egypt." 
In this paper an attempt is made to describe and understand the ontogenetic 
development of the ritualization that can be found in any and all cultures. 
It becomes clear that the primary process of infantile magical thinking 
associated with unlimited omnipotence is often utilized by men in all 
societies aS a common resource to confront the uncertainties of daily 
living, the unknown after death, and the ambivalences between unequal 
members of the same species. The problem of vulnerability to death, a 
universal threat, is focused upon as particularly conveyed to us by rituals 
surrounding one Pharaoh's death, as reflected in the pyramidal text of Unas. 
Some observations are made on the problems of transmission of culture 
through generations, including our own. 


John D. Schmidt, "The Coregency of Seti I and Ramesses ci 
A discussion of the possible length of such a coregency especially with 
regard to the chronological ramifications which certain evidence indicates, 
affecting not only the length of the reign of Seti I but also that of 
Ramesses II. 


Donald B. Redford, "Progress Report on a Study of the 23rd. Dyn. reliefs & 
inscriptions in the Temple of Osiris, Lord of Eternity, at Karnak." 
(Illustrated). 


Acknowledgment _of Research Funds 


In Volume VII of the Journal of ARCE, the article entitled "The Plemochoe" 
by Edward L. Ochsenschlager should have included an acknowledgment to the 
Smithsonian Institution for funds which have supported the Mendes expedition 
for several years. 


Fellowship Funds for 1971-72 


The American Research Center in Egypt expects to have available from HEW 
(office of Education) and Department of State, funds in Egyptian pounds from 
excess U.S. currencies to finance research grants in Egypt for all or part of 
the year 1971-72. 


Applications and research projects will be evaluated by a panel of dis- 
tinguished scholars. Individuals holding the bachelor's, master's, or higher 
degrees are invited to apply. Research financed through the ARCE Fellowship 
Program will be done in Cairo under the supervision of the Cairo Director of 
the American Research Center in Egypt. Appropriate subjects for research 
encompass a wide field of interest relating to Middle Eastern studies inc luding 


such topics as population, science, etc. 
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y at: epartment of History, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. 20007 
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MYRON BEMENT SMITH 
1897 to 1970 


Myron B. Smith, Near East architectural historian and scholar, was present 


at the organizational meeting of the American Research Center in Egypt in 1948, 
Dr. Smith saw ARCE 


and served the corporation as a Trustee from 1962 to 1966. 
from its inception as a vehicle of service to scholarship and the United States. 


; Four years (1933-37) in Persia directing an expedition for the study of 
Islamic architecture established his life-long devotion to the Near East. 


During his thirty-year association with the Library of Congress as 
Honorary Consultant for Islamic Archaeology and Near Eastern History he had a 
prominent role in the establishment of the Near Eastern Section of the Library 


and in the development of its collections. 


In these thirty years he built up an Islamic Archive of photo- 
graphic documents numbering over 87,000 items which are privately held but 
accessible to scholars, Of this collection Dr. Gustave E. von Grunebaum writes 


"The true stature of this achievement will be realized only when the scholarly 
world will have utilized it more fully. As art historian in the field, advisor 
to government agencies, lecturer on many campuses, Myron Bement Smith filled a 


unique role in the community of Islamists which he stimulated by constant contact 
and a kind of constructive criticism quite peculiarly his own." 


Of Dr. Smith, his widow, Mrs. Katherine D. Smith, says "In all phases of 


his life, Dr. Smith's generosity was outstanding. He was a sort of Don Quixote 
with a clear vision. He especially wanted to help young scholars of today and 


tomorrow." 


Dr. Smith died in Washington of a heart attack on March 21, 1970. 
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HOUSING AND SANITATION: 
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Some Aspects of Medieval Islamic Public Service 
by George T. Scanlon 


f : ‘ 
rom The Islamic City, ed. A. H, Hourani and S, M. Steon (Oxford: 1970) 
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and powers through- 
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"We must attend distinctions in character which grow out of historical 
placement. 


"Or if the city be an entirely new entity, it may evolve spontaneously, 
without recourse to plan or model, except for the advantageous positioning 
of the Friday mosque and the dar al-imara. The best models here are the pure 
Arab Islamic camp-capitals of Basra, Kufa, Fustat and Ifriqiya. Or the new 
city can be built along the lines of a preconceived model, best exemplified by 
the Abbasid capital, the round-city of Baghdad. 


"A working typology of the great Islamic cities points to inherent dif- 
ferences: modes of building and services were inherited or adapted from the 
large conquered centres; others construed or evolved from purely Islamic experi- 
ence and ethos, novel physical conditions, emergent temperament and taste. 

From a variety of such factors we should construct the physical profile of 

most cities, a profile which when complete should give the essential difference 
of each city. (The social profile should enhance but not contradict the purely 
physical one, for the social norms can more easily be imposed from above, but the 
physical truths of a city stem from the reverse.) Climate dictates much, the 
mode of laying streets for instance: stamped earth in Iraq and Persia, tamped 
earth and crushed stone in layers in Egypt and Syria, stone slabs and cobbles in 
northern Syria and throughout Anatolia, etc. It shapes the form of the congre- 
gational mosque; in some places it points to large, cavernous warehouses and 
khans while elsewhere it allows goods to lie in the open. 


"No less important is terrain: Fustat was built on an undulant shelf of 
gabal, it had to store water from a river somewhat distant and in places in 
which dirt and rubbish could not be dumped; hence the need for civic rubbish- 
heaps and for the direction of possible expansion, for the river was too wide 
at flooding to consider anything but temporary pontoon-type bridges. Isfahan 
and Damascus were green-belt cities whose obedient rivers could keep the water 
flowing (and hopefully clean) along the main routes of the city, and the supply 
gardens were almost immediate to its gates. Ethnic and religious considerations 
prompted certain arrangements within one city which were quite different in an- 
other; economic feasibility and civic health were concomitant considerations 
placing industry and crafts within or without the city boundaries; finally, mores 
gave reasons for domestic arrangements, such that housing was always oriented 
away from the streets, doors seldom faced one another, for the citizen sought 
to maintain his privacy and achieve ‘as complete a withdrawal from the public as 


possible’. 


"Factors such as these worked for the ultimate disposition of the physical 
elements of the city, and consequently of the scope and disposition of the public 
services required to keep the islamic metropolis alive and in motion. The prime 
needs were housing and water, connected with the former was sanitation, and with 
the latter, storage. Sanitation required a system of intelligently spread and 
scrupulously maintained generous supplies of water to keep the city clean and 
some system of canalization or collection to remove wastes. Each city evolved 
its own systems, and the individual Muslim gave much thought and time to the need 
for personal cleanliness and the best mode to achieve it for his family. To the 
degree that he was willing to co-operate and achieve it for his fellow craftsmen 
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THE CENTER FOR EGYPTIAN CIVILIZATION STUDIES 


Nawal M, Hassan, Director 


The Center for Egyptian Civilizatio 
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—— sateen, e€s was founded in January, 1970, as 


under the auspices of the Ministry of Culture 
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This desire to explore all aspects of Egyptian civilization was made evident 
to me On numerous occasions: when Mr. James Kline, Associate Director, Education 
Abroad Program, University of California, Santa Barbara, came to Cairo to explore 
the possibility of setting up an area program; when the Meadi community church 
members asked me to organize tours to ancient sites under the direction of a 
trained archaeologist; when the Ford Foundation asked me to plan an exhibition 
of contemporary Egyptian paintings for the reception planned in honor of Mr. McGeorge 
Bundy. It was following a meeting in September, 1969, with Dr. Richard 
Crabbs, Dean of Faculties, American University in Cairo, in which he asked me 
to organize a series of tours to Islamic monuments for AUC professors and fel- 
lows that I decided to found the Center. 


The interest expressed by Americans and other foreigners in our Egyptian 
cultural heritage was not the only decisive factor leading to the creation of 
the Center. Many Egyptians are concerned that we have become overly westernized 
in our taste, that we disparage our native dress and traditions, have abandoned 
Arab architecture better suited to our climate, and fill our houses with gilded, 
French-style furniture. Dr. Hassan Fathy, who is the architect of the village 
of Gourna, built in the folk tradition, and who is on the Board of the Center, 
sums up our cultural crisis with the phrase, "nous sommes des Arabes Louis XV." 


Thus one of the major objectives or raison d'etre of the Center is to 
cultivate appreciation within the country for our heritage--through exhibitions, 
lectures, and publications. 


I hope that the Center may eventually become a seat--a meeting place for 
scholars and individuals interested in the cultural heritage of the area and 
that this group will be articulate on the need to preserve and safeguard our monu- 
ments, unexcavated sites and existing folk culture when threatened by development 
projects. 


The Center particularly welcomes closer collaboration of intellectuals, 
artists and individuals in the Mediterranean basin and Arab world. A common 
problem to the whole area, as pointed out by the Lebanese painter Aref Rayess in 
a series of newspaper articles, is the lack of rapport and communication, both 
physical and cultural, between persons in the Arab world. While it is an es- 
tablished pattern for the professional class to receive their higher education 
in universities in the west and to have travelled extensively in Europe, many of 
these persons have never set foot in another Arab country. Admittedly, I belonged 
to this category of persons, until recently in 1967 when the urge to explore both 
the common and diverse ancient heritage of the area and to see what is being done 
in the contemporary cultural scene took me to Greece, Turkey, Lebanon, Syria and 
Morocco. In discussions with intellectuals in these countries, I found that the 
interest in developing cultural and educational exchange programs and better com- 
munication exists. In Lebanon, for example, Cecil Hourani, former cultural 
advisor to Bourguiba and now a Middle East consultant to the Ford Foundation on 
cultural affairs, is calling for an inter-Arab conference of architects in Gourna; 
Aref Rayess the Lebanese painter, is preparing to send an exhibition of Lebanese 
paintings to Cairo through Dar el Fan; Dr. Samir Thabet, Associate Dean, American 
University in Beirut, is interested in collaborating with the Center in arranging 
for exhibitions of Egyptian paintings at AUB; Mrs. Yolande Saad, former proprietor 


of Travco travel agency will cooperate with the Center in planning cultural tours 
for university groups in Lebanon, Syria and Turkey; other young intellectuals, like ' 
Miss Lody Aoueiss, who edits Les Cahiers de L'Oronte are interested in making 
known the poetry and literature of all these countries. Thus there is an awareness 
among many intellectuals in this area that discovery of one's own heritage and 
communication with cultural movements of neighbouring countries are enriching and 
necessary developments. 


expressed in art and architecture and folklore) through the Pharaonic, Greco-Roman, 
Coptic, Islamic and contemporary periods will be a constant perspective. The cultur- 
al programs of the center will seek to bridge the gap between the past and the present, 
between folk art and that of the contemporary artist, between archaeology and living 
architecture, Unlike other institutes in the UAR, the Center plans programs for 
educational and cultural institutions in the UAR and abroad, and provides information 
and documentation services, These include: 


SEMINARS IN EGYPTIAN CIVILIZATION 


These seminars organized for universities abroad give comprehensive surveys of 
the Pharaonic, Greco-Roman, Coptic, Islamic and contemporary periods. The program 
includes lectures by eminent university professors, archaeologists, and high ranking 
government officials on history, art and archaeology and social institutions, A 
considerable portion of the program will be devoted to on-the-spot field trips to 
archaeological digs, and visits to contemporary social, cultural and political 
institutions (six-week programs). This summer Mr. Dorman, Director ARCE, arranged 
for a group from Upsala College to attend a short ten-day program. 


. 


LECTURES AND TOURS 


The Center organizes a series of lectures and tours for foreign educational insti- 
tutions in the UAR, in cooperation with the Department of Antiquities. The Center 
planned a program of tours to Pharaonic, Coptic and Islamic monuments for the 
American University in Cairo during the academic year 1969-70, 


EXHIBITIONS 


in the preparation of exhibitions of contemporary Egyptian art and folk art. The 


REGIONAL PROGRAMS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN AND ARAB WORLD 


Cultural programs and area Study programs will be planned for American and 
other foreign universities in cooperation with educational institutions in Lebanon, 


Turkey, Greece, and Syria and will eventually extend to other countries in 
a 3 


the area. 


Inquiries on any of the above programs can be addressed to the following 


mailing address: The Director, 1081 Corniche El Nil, Garden City, Cairo, UAR 


THE EPIGRAPHIC SURVEY 


(In the April, 1970 Newsletter Dr. Nims reported on a scene from the South Wall 


a Cou h m i i icle, from the Oriental 

oo le of Khonsu in Karnak. This article, fr t . 
rs rien (uabencaies o Chicago) report will give a broader view of the Epigraphic 
nsti 


Survey at Luxor.) 


Charles Francis Nims, Field Director 


From 1960 into the past season the Epigraphic Survey has been engaged in 
four projects and has been forced to divide its efforts among them. 


For the first time in almost a decade the field staff is siya lh se npes tgay 
i is i ly complete Karnak Temple o onsu, 
single monument. This is the nearly 
er a god who was the child in the Theban Triad, whose other members were 


Amon and Mut. 


i he 
The construction and decoration of this temple was oe a er ee 
i Ramses III. It stood on the site o 
ructure in the later years of 
nares of which little is known. The wall reliefs executed in the time of 


The Temple of Khonsu, first hypostyle hall (David Larkin in 
foreground, Carl DeVries on ladder). 
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Ramses III and his successor Ramses IV show a syncretism of Khonsu with other gods 
indicating his increasing importance. The decoration of the temple and perhaps 
the construction came to a stop with the death of Ramses IV and was not resumed 
until well into the reign of Ramses XI, about two-thirds of a century later. 


The continuing work was under the supervision of the High Priest of Amon 
Heri-hor. He departed from tradition in a number of scenes in the first hypostyle 
hall by showing himself rather than the king officiating before the god. By the 
time the decoration of the court was begun, only a few years later, Heri-hor had 


proclaimed himself king (perhaps only in Thebes), though Ramses XI was still alive 
and, indeed, outlived Heri-hor. 


In the 1930's and in the three seasons after the Second World War the 
Epigraphic Survey made records of a considerable area of the walls of the court and 
first hypostyle hall. With these drawings ready for publication it seemed best to 
complete the documentation of these two areas at the front of the temple. In the 
past three seasons, when we have been able to give only part of our time to this 
project, we have added extensively to our archive of drawings. 


The walls of the court were obscured by mud, smoke, and the droppings of birds 
and bats. In February we were fortunate in being able to obtain the services of 
Abd-el-Karim Medhat who, until his recent retirement, was the expert in the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities in cleaning temple walls. His excellent work in Nubian temples 
such as Abu Simbel and Derr strongly recommended him to us. In a month and a half 
he cleaned the west wall and the west half of the north wall of the court, with un- 


expected results in revealing the great amount of color still preserved on the 
reliefs. 


The great detail of the painted pattern warns us that the accurate recording 


of it will take care and time. But as a reward for our painstaking much new in- 
formation will~»become available. 


In our last report we mentioned that the evidence for the conclusion that the 
High Priest Piankh was the son of his predecessor Heri-hor is non-existent. We are 
now able to determine that at least six of the nineteen sons of Heri-hor had names 
of Libyan origin, a fact not apparent in existing publications. Other previously 


unnoticed records in the front part of the temple should give us a fuller picture of 
the last few years of the Twentieth Dynasty. 


The expenses of operation and maintenance in the field and the greater part of 
the expense of travel of the staff were met by a grant from the Smithsonian 
Institution through the American Research Center in Egypt. 


STAFFING OF THE MAJOR MUSEUMS IN EGYPT 


Under Secretary for Antiquities, 
Ministry of Culture 


Director-General of Antiquities 


Dr. Gamal Moukhtar 


Dr. Gamal Mehrez 


EGYPTIAN MUSEUM, CAIRO 


KE 


Director 


First Curator 
First Curator 
First Curator 
First Curator 


Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 


Dr. Henry Riad 


Dr. Abdel Kader Selim 
Dr. Dia Abu Ghazi 

Mr. Gamal Salem 

Dr. Mohie Abdel Latae 


Mrs. Saniyya Abdelal 

Mrs. Mahasen Nassar 
Mr. Gamal Abdel Hadi ) Couple in 
Mrs, Waf'a Rifaat ) Belgium 
Mr. Said Oman, now in Italy 

Miss Nagwa El Nahri 

Mr. Salah Ramadan 

Mr. Abdel Hadi El Khafif 

Mr, Fathi Khorshid 

Mrs. Soheir El Sawi 


ISLAMIC MUSEUM, CAIRO 


io 


Director 


First Curator 
First Curator 


Asst, Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst, Curator 
Asst. Curator 
Asst. Curator 


Dr. Waffiya Ezzi 


Mr. Soliman Ahmed Soliman 
Mr. Abdel Raouf Youssef 


Mrs. Nemat Abu Bakr 

Mrs, Amal Elemary 

Mr. Youssef Salah El Din 

Mr. Khairallah Hussen Khairallah 
Mrs. Maysa Mahmoud 

Miss Insaf Gado 

Miss Fatma Youssef Fahmy 

Mrs. Sayeda Imam Sayed 

Miss Imtissal Abrahim 
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COPTIC MUSEUM, CATRO 


Director 
Mr, Shafik Farid 

First Curat 

or Mr, Victor Girgis 
Asst. Curat 
Asst, neon Mr. Mohammed Goma' 
Asst. Curator Mr. Abu Salem Bakr 
Asst, Curator Mrs. Maha Saleeb 
. Mr. Harbi Galgas 


GRECO-ROMAN MUSEUM ALEXANDRIA 
a A LEAANDR TA 


Director 

Mr. Youssef Hanna Shehata 
First Curator 
First Curator oe pera wae 

- Dorea Sai 
Asst. Curator 
a Mrs. Samiha Abdel Mouneim 
Asst. Curator ot 
. e iya 


DEPARTMENT OF HISTORICAL, MUSEUMS 


Director General Dr. Ahmed Hamd 
‘ e amdy 
Sub Director 
ie rane Mr. Soliman Mustapha Ibrahim 
SNe ei Mr. Abdel Salem Ahmed Ibrahim 
Mr. Ali Mohammed Ali Ibrahim 
Manial Palace Museum Roda Island 
a ne ALL 
Director 
Mr. Maguid Bechara 
Curator 
Mr. Mohamed Kamel 


(Nine Assistant Curators) 
Abdin Palace Museum 
Directo 
r Mr. Adam Selim 
Curator 
Mr. Abdel Ati Elaywa 
(Six Assistant Curators) 
Pyramid Museum, Giza 
Curator 
Mr. Rafik Skander 


(One Assistant Curator) 
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Gohara Palace Museum, The Citadel 


Curator Mr. Rageb Tewfik Brahim 


(Three Assistant Curators) 


"The Corner Museum", Helwan 


_ Curator Mr. Mohammed Ibrahim Osman 


(Three Assistant Curators) 


The Coaches Museum, Bulac 


Curator Mr. Mahmoud Farid Fawzi 


(One Assistant Curator) 


SOME MIRACULOUS WELLS AND SPRINGS OF EGYPT 
by Bulbul Abdel Meguid ("Omm Sety") 


(Omm Sety, born Dorothy Eady in England, has been fascinated by ancient Egypt 
and its religion from early years. Her rich knowledge is based on experience 
of some thirty-five years during which she has become a citizen of Egypt, and 
worked as secretary and draftswoman in the Antiquities Department with the late 
Professor Selim Hassan and Professor Ahmed Fakhry, and at Abydos.) 


Probably every country in the ancient and modern world has its mystic wells 
or springs, and certainly Egypt is no exception. The wells or springs best 
known to Europeans and Americans in Egypt are those of Helwan, and the so-called 
Joseph's Well at the Citadel, Cairo, and Moses' Well in the Mokkatam Hills, on 
the way to the Petrified Forest. Inspired dragomans try to kid the gullible 
that the well in the Citadel is the actual one in which Joseph's unpleasant 
brethren put him until they could find a good customer to buy him. However, this 
well, which is a remarkable engineering feat, was really named after the famous 
Salah el Din, one of whose names was Yousef (Joseph). As for the Well of Moses, 
its name is pure invention, as according to the Biblical story it was in the 
desert of Sinai that Moses struck the rock and got an instant water supply. 


THE VIRGIN'S WELL 


The Virgin's Well at Materiah is also well known, and may be ancient. It 


is beside the extremely old sycamore tree under which, according to local 
tradition, the Holy Family rested when they first arrived in Egypt after their 
flight from Herod. At that time the well was said to be brackish, but after 
Mary had washed the clothes of the infant Jesus in it, its waters became sweet 
and potable, and have remained so until the present day. 


AIN SEIRA 


Near the Imam el Shafi Cemetery at the Citadel is now a small lake known as 
Ain «1 Seiva, It lies in what is now a low-lying part of the cemetery (originally 
perhaps a quarry). The water, green in colour and so full of salt that even a non- 
swimmer can float upon it like a cork, is supposed to contain sulphur. It has a 
great reputation among the more old-fashioned Egyptians as a cure for almost any 
kind of illness, from rheumatism to skin diseases, 


According to tradition, the Ain Seira came into exis 
way. A certain Moslem lady of good family, a pil 


her life for her pious and charitable character, When she died, she was buried 


The day after the 


went to visit her grave, only to find water flowing 
from it, and collecting in a small depression in the ground, forming a small pool, 


Later, a wall was constructed around this pool, transforming it into a well, 


The water did not cease to flow, and very soon the whole of the low- 


lying part 
of the cemetery, including of course, the tomb of the lady, 


became submerged, 


It was not long before the medicinal properties of the water were discovered, 
and sick persons began to flock there in search of a cure, 

The procedure is thus: On arrival, the patient stri 
an attendant, called the Servant of the Well, 
black mud from the bottom of the pool and plas 
to foot, including even the face. The muddied one now has to sit 
the mud becomes dry, cracks and begins to flake off, 
into the water and washes off the remainder 
have dried him, or her. Drying with a towe 
of the treatment. 


in the sun until 
The patient then descends 

» and then waits until the sun and air 
1 is supposed to hinder the good work 


of the water, and it is claimed that if a barren 
she will surely become pregnant, 


In the year 1937 I went to Ain Seira in company with three 
Sisters from the Kasr El Aini Hospital. We were not ill but wen 
just to see what it was like. At that time the whole of the lake wa 
Surrounded by an old, rickety wall of wooden planks, 
privacy. A similar wall (full of knot-holes!) stretched across the lake, 
it into two halves (His and Hers!) On paying the e 
we entered the ladies section, where we found a raised 
small cubicles, Here, we undressed, and then handed ou 
offices of the Servant of the Pool. This amiable lady, 
Goddess Taurt, was clad in a black head scarf, decorated with beads 
heavy silver anklets. Swiftly and methodically she gave 
of this horrible, smelly black mud, and then we wandered 


waiting for it to dry. At this time a funeral was taking 
of the cemetery, 


» and a pair of 
us alla thorough coating 
around the board-walk, 

place in the higher part 
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i e 
When the mud had dried, we all plunged into the water meets pe i te 

traces. We found it almost impossible to swim in it, se : ee Donat: 

though on a mattress. One of the girls climbed on A apt Dae 
he wel ne began to dance around on it. The servant of the Well a at 
- ioelng rica but childless, and said that if so, she would aap, | of 
nea ewes w. I called out this news to the girl, and she gave a wi sh 
ate a d ee and fell off into the water, to our great and pennies 
= or ly I borwicnst up, and saw that the funeral was asemesns a much m oe 
saipenpmeai | In fact, ae had completely "stolen oe ee B 
AL ickly re- 

it is a good deed to cheer the sorrowful, we qu 

een ogee fete a more seemly attire, and beat a hasty retreat. 


i i reatment 
As none of us were ill, we cannot say from experience is rata ance . 
had any real value, but there are plenty of cases known where peop 
cured by it, of both eczema and rheumatic pains. 


THE WELL OF SHEIK EL KHODARI 


i i k el 
In a small dark room attached to the Sheik El Khodari one ie eRe aay 
Silah “Betes is a deep but narrow well. Its water, Lape Sac aan 
: ‘ i hot day, is also 
d pleasant to drink on a 5 
water, and very cool an 
cure for eye diseases. 


Thi 11 used to be in the charge of an elderly woman, known 4 
Sheik When sufferers from eye-trouble went to her, she sat Sei 
i. beside the well and told them to hold their heads back. . 
ay oo ne e of the well-water with her hand and let it drip into the 
cect is , ihe patient then washed his or her face in the ee 
ea utunte oe sometimes required a second visit. Payment for the trea 
geet tip to the Servant of the Sheik. 


THE WELL AT NEZLET EL SEMMAN 


ids of 
In the Moslem Cemetery at Nezlit el Semman, at the foot of pete sccnsrene oe 
i ; deep and ancient well in a grove of very old genes ie are 
nt ee rn water of this well is clear and re nie ee rage is 
ee i d if drunk, has the effects 
i i it becomes milky, and i nk , a 
meer ae. of the inhabitants of the village use it - poet ang ne 
ape Len afraid of its effects, and even say people have been 
ut o 


fter dr k ° o one is able to exp lai why he water chan es its ap 
a 


pearance and character. 


THE BASIN OF SAINT GEORGE 


irgi i i i tructed 
The old Church of Saint George (Mari Girgis) in Old oe cee 
i bastion of a Roman castle. The church is in the upper a ae 
wail the tae part, once used as a crypt, is now permanantly oo 
an 5 
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Stapled into the wall of the upper chamber are two heavy iron chains, and in 
front of them is a stone column, about one meter high, on which is fixed a stone 
basin. The latter measures about 40 cms. in diameter and is about 25 cms. deep. 
There is always some clear water filling this basin to a little over a quarter of 
its depth. The chains are said to have been used by St. George to tie up his horse 


(they look strong enough to have tied up the dragon!), but they were really probably 
used to shackle prisoners in the tower. 


Persons sick of some malady that ordinary doctors have been unable to treat 
often come to this place to get help from St. George. First of all they drink 
some of the water in the stone basin, using a brass cup that is kept chained to its 
rim. Then the person in charge of the room (in 1954 it was a young man with a face 
like a Byzantine painting of a saint) wraps the two chains around the patient, 
pinioning the arms and legs, and all the while reciting prayers. This is done 
three times in the names of the Trinity. He then gathers up the ends of the chain 
and waves them to and fro over the patient's head, and the ceremony is complete. 


This treatment is also used for persons suspected of being possessed by an 
evil spirit. 


The curious point about this is that the water in the basin always returns 


(and quickly) to its original level, although there is no visible pipe or spout 
through which it could come. 


THE WELL OF THE OSIRION AT ABYDOS 


In the north-eastern side chamber opening out of the great Central Hall of the 
Osirion at Abydos, is a rectangular well, formed by the removal of one of the paving 


blocks in the floor of the chamber. The water in it is so clear and transparent as 
to be almost invisible. 


This well used to be much visited by women who wished to have children. They 


would enter the small, low-pitched room, splash themselves with the water, and also 
drink some of it. 


An American lady friend of mine who had been childless for twelve years decided 
to test the power of this well. Sure enough, nine months later she became the 


delighted mother of a little daughter, although several gynecologists had told her 
that she would never be able to bear a child! 


When I visited Abydos in 1952 I was unable to read or write without glasses, 
Prompted by a sudden idea, I washed my eyes in the water of this well, and from 
that day to this, have never used my glasses again. I told this to the wife of 
one of the Inspectors of the Antiquities Department, who was suffering from an eye 
disease, said to be incurable, which prevented her from opening her eyes in a 
strong light. Although she did not believe me, her husband persuaded her to try 
the water of the well, and she did so. Less than half an hour later, while we 
were walking over the desert to go to the Temple of Ramesses II, she suddenly cried 


out, "I can open my eyes:"" And sure enough, she could. Moreover, the cure was 
permanent. 


water to drink. 
has had no more fits. 
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, ‘ ‘ i i inished 
Unfortunately since a recent irrigation project in the misketer Ee oe 
d the area transformed from basin to perennial system of aig: ded ail 
of the Central Hall of the Osirion as well as all its chambers are nn nee re 
he year round, instead of, as formerly, from a oe Se a ee ae is 
: d its chamber are now inacc ’ 
ning of March. The well an ould-be 
es with the subsoil water, much to the annoyance of the local w 


mothers! 


It is strange that the local people do not know of the curative properties 
of this well, but consider it only as a kind of fertility charm. 


In ancient Abydos there was a well called "The Well of — ee 
i i known now. People used to throw offerings in it and pray ies 
anenigee neh it was a wishing well. Sometimes the well in the oe . 
ey, cures sound; maybe this is the Well of Roarings, but of this there 
a 


no proof. 


THE WELL IN THE PAIM GROVE 


ell 
that once supplied water to 4 eet ie etl ne “he spe 
Gaetan Tee en cits ann, the water itself was not drunk, but the 
ad he ne a child had to run around the well seven times and then ae 
paren ee ase only about one meter wide, but the women always took : e 
<n f holding onto a strong stick or rope held by a companion. As vail 
ee a 7 ts happened, of children falling into the well and drowning, : 
saves eee rm er used for irrigation, the local police ordered ae ae 
age nt ee have it filled in; it is now only a depression scarcely ee 
i dry. It is no longer used as a fertility charm, but is stt 
me 5) ba 


feared as a haunt of evil spirits. 


THE TANK OF SHEIK EL MLGDIM 


About half a kilometer to the north-east of the ae ee 
Abydos, stands the Mosque of Sheik El Migdim. In the p ee ne ieee 
se wach before praying, is a large tank built of ancient Roman a end 
This is kept filled with water, and used by any person who wants 


in it. But it also has another use. 


The water in this tank is said to cure all kinds of onan peg 
les To obtain a cure, the patient must g0 to the mosq Peg 
oad id-day prayers. After the service is ended, he goes bos 
poe mais eienelt in its water. Many cures are effected by one immersion, 
erg nneneres cases may take as long as three Fridays to complete. 
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Thi i , 
fueee ae ab ieee — in cases of Shock, especially 
are not thrivi 
to att ‘ riving as 
ue aus the service, these smal] pales they should, Although not requyi 
plunged quickly into the tank S are taken to the quired 


THE STONE OF SHEIK AMAR 


At the Mosque of F 
: Sheik Ama 
and near it an ear “4 30 Balyana 
the ; » near Abyd ; 
the well of the “a... of water. This eaten at rol = flat stone, 
’ now comes from the G € always drawn f 
overnment public ¢ : rom 
aps! 


Sick children are 
taken to th 
woman, also a servant € mosque, undressed and Ja; 
change of clothing, on Shei, washes the child, and se ‘ton oo 
S mother has broy F s en dressed j 
ght with her, soaaliae 


This is regarded " 
. ° as a “kill " 
a child is apparent1 or cure" operation, and j 
y hopelessly ill. After the treatment, — to when 
; Children are said 


to recover quickl ; 
y, ord 
cies ae Ph aah ie before the following day. Rather surpri 

prisingly, quite a 


Some women, afte 
r the child h 
and throw i as been re-c] 
god, Hapi — Nile, Perhaps an echo of ere. 
ae ‘oe u there is some controversy about tng 
sary, while others GO 60 far ae to Say 
Say that 


THE WELL OF SHEIK KHALAFALLAH 


At the village of Nag Abu 
7 keane Gon aa Abu Khalatallany ages” Abe ine 
cure almost any kno etic which h : pee 
pater edna ak *sease, plus a lot of others 
pattage dn one. Similar to that of the Stone of She; 
80eS to the well, taking with him a cheneeiee ioe 
clothing, 


er 
”" Bore, at the well, the Patient stri 
— pti stands upon the garments ile’ 
m the well. When h ini 
Soe leer Bis a fe he, he puts on the clean clothi i 
y clothes away with them, while othseg Ieee ol i. 
eave them lying 


In the case of the 

his reaction and h se wells attached to mosques. ; ; 
reply that sidteains te his family is "Goq ida noe gine ae 1s not cured, 
ould prefer them to go and eae fres @geee ee AE always 
ific treatment 
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NOTES ON ACTIVITIES IN THE U.A.R. 


Department of Antiquities 


Dr. Waffiya Ezzi, formerly First Curator, has assumed her duties as 
Director of the Islamic Museum, replacing Dr. Ahmed Hamdy. 


The Department of Historical Museums, formerly under the Ministry of 


Tourism, has recently been transferred to the Ministry of Culture and is now 
part of the Department of Antiquities. The new Director General of Historical 
Museums, who assumed his duties in September, is Dr. Ahmed Hamdy, formerly 


Director of the Islamic Museum, Cairo. In his new position, Dr. Hamdy is 
responsible for the administration of six museums representing Cairo during the 
last hundred years: the Manial Palace Museum, Roda Island; the Abdin Palace 
Museum; the Pyramid Museum, Giza; The Gohara Palace Museum at the Citadel; the 
"Corner Museum", Helwan; and the Coaches Museum, Bulac. The last of these 
museums, which contains ninety coaches as well as the liveries of the drivers, 
outriders and footmen, is not yet open to the public. It is probable that at 
least a part of the Ras el Tin Palace in Alexandria, now used as a guest-house 
for visiting dignitaries, will be converted into a museum which will also be 


administered by the Department of Historical Museums. 


: Early this year the Department of Antiquities in Cairo announced that a 
new inspectorate had been created called the ‘Inspectorate of Mansura and 


Damietta'. This is in Daqahaliya province where Mendes is located. The in- 
spector is Mr. Abdel Halim Rizq. 


Director General of Antiquities Dr. Gamal Moukhtar attended a UNESCO confer- 
ence in France for three weeks this summer and later visited Poland and Italy. 


Other 


Construction on the new building which will ultimately house the collections 
and will be the National Library of the U.A.R. is pro- 


of the Dar al-Kutub 
Several administrative offices including that 


ceeding according to schedule. 
of Dr. Mahmud Shaniti, Under Secretary for State Archives in the Ministry of 


Culture, have been moved into the new facility. The new building is a large 
complex and will provide stack space for some five million volumes and manu- 
scripts. There will be well-illuminated reading rooms and special sections for 
manuscript editing, acquisitions, and cataloguing, including a computer project 
to reorganize the present system of catalogues. The new building is located 

on the Eastern Corniche of the Nile, approximately one-half mile north of the 26 


of July Street Bridge. Dr. Shaniti hopes to begin the move of books and 
Until that time, the 


manuscripts from the old building during October 1971. 
collection will be available to scholars in the old facility. 
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THE CENTER'S GUEST BOOK 


Among our first visitors to sign in during June was Miss Jean L. Keith, of 
Columbia University, originally selected as an ARCE Fellow for 1970/71 but 
spending three months in Egypt under other auspices, cataloguing and inter- 
preting herms in the Egyptian, Coptic and Greco-Roman Museums. Dr. Ian Rolff of 
the Smithsonian Astrophysical Laboratory in Cambridge, Massachusetts, called at 
the Center to discuss the Smithsonian-supported project relating to the possible 
astral orientation of the Karnak complex. Dr. Louis Zabkar, now on the faculty 
of Brandeis University and an old friend of the Center, dropped in to sample our 
coffee while en route from the Sudan to the States. The Reverend Mathias Zahniser, 
from Johns Hopkins University, and Mr. Craig Warner, from Los Angeles, called. 

Our Egyptian visitors to the Center during June included Mr. Shafik Farid, di- 
rector of the Coptic Museum, Mrs. Yousria Yousri, Director of Tourism in Luxor, 

and Dr. Rafla Naggar, who had recently completed his studies in France and hoped 
soon to leave for the States. Our last visitor in June was Professor William Kelly 
Simpson, a member of our Board of Governors. 


Our visitors during July were few: Dr. Edward Terrace, who had just returned 
from a trip to the States, and Mr. and Mrs. William Peck; Mr. Peck is Curator of 
Ancient Art at the Detroit Institute of Arts, and will return to Cairo in a few 

months on a 1970-71 ARCE grant. 


During August Mr. Michael Van Vleck, ARCE 1970-71 Fellow, and his wife checked 
in at the Center as did Dr. Bernard Weiss, Assistant Professor of History at the AUC 
and also an ARCE 1970-71 Fellow. Dr. Bryant Wedge, Director of the Institute of 
the Study of National Behavior in San Diego, California, called at the Center with 
his wife, Dr. Vivian Wedge, born in Alexandria, an anthropologist currently on the 
faculty of San Diego State University. Dr. Marvin Zonis, from the Center of Near 
Eastern Studies at Chicago, and Mr. Russell Y. Smith, of Ohio State University now 
teaching at the AUC,» visited the Center. Public media representatives calling at 
the Center for briefings during August included Mr. Alan L. Heil Jr., VOA, Middle 
East Bureau in Athens, and Miss Lucy Salenger, CBS News, Los Angeles. Finally, 
Miss Lisa Cook, Administrative Assistant of the Centennial Office of the 
Metropolitan Museum, and Dr. Francis Peters, Department of Philosophy at New York 
University and 1968-69 ARCE Fellow, and his wife Mary, stopped in to renew 
acquaintances. 
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